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Updates to Test Section Addition in the Test of Chinese as a Foreign
Language (TOCFL) Band A

1. Introduction

In 2015, TOCFL's Listening and Reading Tests on Band A will each adopt an
additional section of test items. There will be a Dialogue section in the Listening Test
and a Reading Comprehension section in the Reading Test. These new test sections
are incorporated to accommodate the needs of Chinese-language learners whose
proficiency level is approaching Band B, so that they can fully exhibit their
near-Band-B proficiency.

Language proficiency descriptions in Levels A2 and Bl of the Common
European Framework of Reference for Languages (CEFR) are used as the basis of
development of these new test sections. It is supposed that language learners between
A2 and B1 levels can comprehend the major points in extended dialogues and simple
reading texts which are of familiar topics and consisting of large number of daily
vocabulary items. The "Dialogue” and "Reading Comprehension™ sections added to
the listening and reading tests respectively have undergone extensive analysis through
pilot tests to ensure the validity and reliability.

The TOCFL Listening Band A will contain four sections: Picture Description,
Single-round Dialogue, Multiple-round Dialogue, and Dialogue (questions with
text options). The TOCFL Reading Band A will contain five sections: Sentence
Comprehension, Picture Description, Gap Filling, Paragraph Completion, and

Reading Comprehension.

2. New Test Sections
® Listening Test—Dialogue

In this section, test-takers will hear an extended dialogue. Each dialogue will
only be played once, followed by a question and four possible answers (A), (B), (C),
and (D). Test-takers should select the correct answer based on the content of the
dialogue.
® Reading Test—Reading Comprehension

In this section, test takers will read a short text, followed by a question with four
possible answers (A), (B), (C), and (D). Test-takers select the correct answer based on

the content of the text.



Examples

Listening Test—Dialogue
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® Reading Test—Reading Comprehension
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