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Headline News 
 
ROC Health Minister 
meets US Health Secretary 
at WHA in Geneva 
On 19 May, ROC Minister of Health 
and Welfare Chiu Wen-ta met with 
US Health and Human Services 
Secretary Kathleen Sebelius on the 
sidelines of the World Health 
Assembly (WHA) in Geneva. During a 
private meeting, they talked about 
health issues in Taiwan and also 
touched on Taiwan's efforts to 
combat the recent resurgence of 
rabies and H7N9 avian flu. Members 
of the ROC delegation also briefed 
Sebelius on campaigns to tackle 
obesity. At the end, Chiu conveyed 
his appreciation for Sebelius' 
long-term support of Taiwan's 
participation in the WHA. 

Chiu, who attended the assembly as 
an observer on behalf of Taiwan, also 
delivered a speech at the event on 
the connection between climate and 
health. It is the 6th consecutive year in 
which Taiwan has received an 
invitation to attend the annual 
meeting of the top decision-making 
body of the World Health 
Organization (WHO). The WHA ran 
from 19 to 24 May at the UN Palace of 
Nations in Geneva.  

International News 
Taiwan & Vietnam discuss 
losses incurred during 
anti-Chinese riots 
On 21 May, ROC Foreign Minister 
David Lin said that he had summoned 
Vietnam’s representative to Taiwan, 
Bui Trong Van, for the 6th time since 
the riots erupted two weeks earlier, 
and reiterated Taiwan’s demands. Lin 
told Bui that Vietnam should ensure 
the safety of Taiwan businessmen 
and expatriates living there, 

compensate the enterprises for their 
losses during the riots, protect 
Taiwan nationals’ legal rights and 
take action to restore Taiwan 
businessmen’s confidence in 
investing in Vietnam. Bui responded 
that Vietnam is considering the 
measures it will take to compensate 
the Taiwan businesses. 

That same day, a delegation led by 
Taiwan’s Ministry of Economic Affairs 
arrived in Vietnam and met with 
government officials, who 
accompanied the delegation on a visit 
to the affected businesses. On 22 
May, Minister of Economic Affairs 
Chang Chia-juch recognized the 
Vietnamese government's efforts to 
help Taiwan companies get back on 
their feet. A total of 224 Taiwan 
companies in Vietnam have suffered 
damages as a result of the riots, while 
about 1,100 enterprises have 
suspended operations. The 
anti-Chinese protests erupted in 
southern Vietnam on 13 May, after 
mainland China opened an oil rig in 
an area of the South China Sea that 
Hanoi insists is within its exclusive 
economic zone. 

Four more countries grant 
Taiwan visa-free status 

According to a statement released by 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs on 19 
May, ROC citizens can now travel to 
140 countries and areas without a 
visa or by getting a visa on arrival, 
after 4 more countries and 1 area 
granted Taiwan this preferential 
treatment. Papua New Guinea, Togo, 
Cape Verde and Comoros have all 
recently granted Taiwan visa waiver 
status, while Anguilla, a British 
overseas territory in the Caribbean, 
will give Taiwan nationals 
visa-on-arrival treatment. 

Domestic News 
Torrential rains cause 
damages of over NT$11.2 
million to crops 
Agricultural losses from recent heavy 
rain have reached an estimated 

NT$11.22 million (US$372,101), 
according to the latest statistics 
released by the Council of Agriculture 
on 21 May. Central Taiwan was the 
most heavily affected area, with 
Taichung sustaining losses worth 
NT$5.98 million, followed by Yunlin 
County, which reported losses worth 
more than NT$3 million. 

Heavy downpours have continued in 
different parts of Taiwan over the past 
few days as a new weather front 
enveloped the island, according to 
the Central Weather Bureau. This 
period of heavy rains is known as 
‘Plum Rain Season’ in Taiwan, as it is 
an annual occurrence. 

Information  
“Free Economic Pilot 
Zones” Web Portal  
Free Economic Pilot Zones (FEPZs) are 
trial zones the government of the 
Republic of China (ROC) has set up to 
experiment with the liberalization and 
internationalization of trade and industry 
in order for the country to evolve toward a 
free economy.  
This website serves as the information 
portal on the FEPZs, offering a wide 
selection of information on the FEPZs, 
involved strategies and target activities. 
The Investment Guide of the site intends 
to familiarize the visitor with the 
principles of the zones, the tax incentives, 
the benefits of the operating environment 
and the one-stop services the FEPZs can 
offer to investors and entrepreneurs. The 
site also introduces the 8 locations around 
Taiwan that are currently designated as 
FEPZs. 

 
 
 
Visit the website through this link: 
http://www.fepz.org.tw/en/ 


