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Headline News 
ROC President Ma 
commemorates 2nd Sino- 
Japanese war 
While attending an event in Taipei  
on 7 July commemorating the 77th 
anniversary of the Second 
Sino-Japanese War (1937-1945) 
President Ma Ying-jeou praised the 
contribution of the Republic of China 
armed forces during the war, vowing 
to preserve all relics from that time, 
for posterity. According to Ma, the 
conflict was the longest and most 
devastating in the nation’s history, 
claiming the lives of more than 3 
million soldiers and 20 million civilians, 
while Japan also suffered the loss of 
3.12 million lives during the course of 
the 8-year war. 

“The country’s armed forces played a 
key role in halting the Japanese 
advance through Asia,” Ma said. 
“They also gained widespread 
renown after rescuing a British army 
batallion who had been encircled by 
the Japanese in 1942 in present-day 
Myanmar.” Following the end of WW 
II, the ROC government set about 
implementing a raft of constitutional, 
economic and political reforms that 
would lay the foundations for the 
nation’s economic development and 
prosperity. 

EU-Taiwan Relations 
EU-Taiwan ties dynamic & 
robust on multiple fronts, 
says EETO 
In a statement released on 8 July, the 
European Economic and Trade Office 
(EETO) in Taipei said that the 
European Union and Taiwan enjoy "a 
dynamic and robust relationship on 
multiple fronts". In addition to strong 
economic ties, the EU and Taiwan 
also cooperate in many other fields, 

such as research and technology, 
nuclear safety, human rights dialogue 
and cultural exchanges, the Office 
elaborated in its 2014 fact file. The 
EETO highlighted trade in services, 
which has grown significantly over the 
past decade from €3.8 billion in 2002 
to €7.95 billion in 2012. Taiwan's 
investment in the EU last year also 
grew to €124 million from €52 million 
in 2012, while the EU remains 
Taiwan's largest foreign investor. 

Despite these promising figures, 
EETO head Frederic Laplanche still 
urged more Taiwanese investment in 
the EU, as this accounted for only  
3.2% of its total overseas investments 
in 2013. "The economic potential can 
only be fully utilized with appropriate 
investment in the EU," Laplanche 
said, noting that the EU has a market 
of 507 million customers with high 
purchasing power. "Bilateral 
investments between the EU and 
Taiwan are essential to our economic 
cooperation and we wish to 
encourage further growth on this 
front," he added. 

International News 
Taiwan ranked world’s 2nd 
safest country 
Taiwan has been ranked as the 2nd 
safest country in the world behind 
only Japan, according to US-based 
website Lifestyle9.com, which ranked 
countries based on crime statistics 
from the FBI. With a crime rate 
variable of 16.26 and a safety rate 
variable of 83.74, Taiwan is one of the 
best places to live in terms of low risk 
of exposure to violent crimes and 
robbery, the website said. It 
described people in Taiwan as 
friendly, tender-hearted and honest, 
and portrayed Taiwan as a stable 
country where "women feel perfectly 

safe and not nervous about what 
could occur, particularly going out at 
late night." The Executive Yuan, the 
ROC Cabinet office, welcomed the 
news and said the government will 
continue to improve the living 
environment of the people. 
Taiwan helps Haiti combat 
mosquito-borne disease 
According to a Foreign Affairs official, 
the ROC has funded a program to 
help Haiti combat Chikungunya, a 
mosquito-borne viral disease that has 
already affected tens of thousands of 
people. The program focuses on 
sterilizing the environment to prevent 
mosquitoes from multiplying. 
Chikungunya causes fever and 
severe joint pain. Other symptoms 
include muscle pain, headaches, 
nausea, fatigue and rashes. There is 
no cure for the disease, and 
treatment is focused on relieving the 
symptoms.  

Economic News 
Taiwan, WTO members 
launch EGA talks 
According to a statement by the ROC 
Minsitry of Economic Affairs (MOEA) 
on 8 July, Taiwan and 13 other World 
Trade Organization members have 
started negotiations on an 
Environmental Goods Agreement in 
Geneva. Based on the Asia-Pacific 
Economic Cooperation list of 54 
environmental goods, this round of 
negotiations follows through on the 
commitment of 14 members to 
reduce tariffs on green products by 
2015. The first round of talks will 
focus on technical details, such as the 
mechanism, organization and 
schedule of negotiations, as well as 
participation of new members and 
planning for future rounds. The 
MOEA expects substantial growth in 
Taiwan’s export of environmental 
goods on the back of the EGA. Of the 
54 products specified on the list, the 
majority are electronic equipment, 
mechanical components and optical 
devices. 


