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Headline News 
ROC President Ma visits 
Central American allies 
On 29 June, ROC President Ma 
Ying-jeou departed for a 7-day visit to 
Central America. He arrived in 
Pananma to attend the inauguration 
of President-elect Juan Carlos Varela 
on 1 July. After the ceremony, Ma met 
US Secretary of State John Kerry, 
with whom he discussed a wide range 
of topics, including the Trans-Pacific 
Partnership (TPP), a US-led trade 
bloc that Taiwan wants to join.  On 2 
July Ma arrived in El Salvador for the 
second leg of his trip, where he was 
invited by President Salvador 
Sanchez Ceren. Later that day, both 
Presidents signed a joint 
communique confirming bilateral 
cooperation projects for the next five 
years. 

Sanchez thanked Ma and the 
government and people of the ROC 
for their support and commitment to 
El Salvador's national development. 
He described Ma's visit as a "critical 
and important moment," as it 
coincides with efforts by the new 
government to promote various social 
and economic reforms. Ma, in turn, 
expressed confidence that ROC-El 
Salvador relations will grow deeper 
due to efforts made by both sides. On 
his way back to Taiwan, Ma stopped 
in San Francisco on 3 July, to meet 
expatriates living there. 

Cross-Strait Relations 
MAC urges mainland 
China to listen to Hong 
Kong protestors 
After tens of thousands of Hong Kong 
residents took to the streets on 1 July 

to underscore their call for universal 
suffrage and to defend their right to 
self-rule, the ROC’s Mainland Affairs 
Council (MAC) urged "the mainland 
Chinese and Hong Kong 
governments to address the will of the 
Hong Kong people, tolerate 
differences and respond to related 
appeals in a rational manner”. The 
protest march took place on the 17th 
anniversary of the retrocession of the 
former British colony, and after an 
informal poll on democratic reform. 
Beijing has promised to let all Hong 
Kong residents vote for their next 
leader in 2017, but those wishing to 
seek election will have to be 
approved by a nomination committee, 
which Hong Kong people fear will 
mean that only pro-Beijing candidates 
will be allowed to run. 

International News 
FIFA World Cup 
showcases innovation of 
Taiwan’s textile industry 
According to the French newspaper 
Le Figaro, the 2014 FIFA World Cup 
is providing a great stage and sales 
opportunity for Taiwan's innovative 
fabrics made of recycled plastic 
bottles. The origins of the fabric date 
back to the 1990s, when Taiwan 
producers sought a response to 
declining orders that were being 
diverted to mainland China because 
of its cheap labor. They gradually 
adopted recycling as a core part of 
their innovation strategy and thus 
created a new niche. Taiwan textile 
companies such as Ecomax Textile, 
Singtex Industrial, Eclat Textile and 
Super Textile eventually became the 
pioneers in turning plastic bottles, 
made of polyethylene terephthalate 

(PET) into fabrics, and now hold a 70% 
share of the bottle-based fiber 
market. 

During the Brazil World Cup, 10 
teams wear jerseys made of this 
innovative fabric, after it first 
appeared in South Africa 4 years ago. 
The advantage of PET fabrics is that 
they are good at absorbing water and 
light, and use about 30% less 
electricity during the production 
process than other materials.  

Local Activities 
Heads-up for Summer 
Intensive Chinese 
Program participants 
On 23 June, the Education Division of 
the Taipei Representative Office in 
the EU and Belgium held an 
orientation meeting at Leiden 
University for the participants of the 
2014 Summer Intensive Chinese 
Program. This program offers 
Benelux students the opportunity to 
follow a 4-week intensive Chinese 
language course at Taiwan’s National 
Cheng Kung University in July or 
August. A total of 12 Dutch students, 
mainly from Leiden University’s 
Sinology Department, were 
welcomed by the Director of the 
Education Division, Ms. Hueiwen Hsu. 
They received a package with 
Taiwan-related brochures, tips for 
their stay in Taiwan as well as 
information related to the upcoming 
study programme. Being the second 
year the Education Division organizes 
this program, a total of 18 students 
(12 from the Netherlands, 5 from 
Belgium and 1 from Luxembourg) 
enrolled. 


