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Headline News 
President Ma calls for 
unity, passage of 
trade-in-services pact  
During a news conference on 11 
August, ROC President Ma Ying-jeou 
urged the opposition to set aside 
partisanship and work together to 
pass a bill to monitor cross-Strait 
negotiations. He also underlined the 
need to ratify the trade-in-services 
agreement with mainland China, 
warning that Taiwan risks being 
isolated by delaying it. Ma stressed 
that maintaining barriers to trade with 
mainland China will only weaken 
Taiwan’s economy, as mainland 
China is an integral part of the global 
supply chain. Considering the fact 
that mainland China and South Korea 
are about to sign a free trade 
agreement by the end of 2014, 2 to 5% 
of Taiwan’s exports could be replaced 
by South Korean products, so trade 
liberalization and cooperation with 
mainland China is unavoidable. 

In March, an attempt by the ruling 
Kuomintang, chaired by President Ma, 
to push the trade-in-services 
agreement through the Legislature 
sparked extended protests that led to 
an occupation of the legislative 
complex by student demonstrators. 
The protests ended after the 
government promised to pass a law 
that subjects cross-Strait negotiations 
to stricter oversight, but this has been 
stalled in the Legislative Yuan. 

EU-Taiwan Relations 
ECCT organizes event to 
learn from Taiwan’s Food 
& Drug Administration 

On 11 August, the European 
Chamber of Commerce in Taiwan 
(ECCT) held a special lunch with 
guest of honour Dr Yeh Ming-kung, 
Director-General of the Taiwan Food 
and Drug Administration (TFDA) and 
Liu Li-ling, Director of the TFDA's 
Division of Medicinal Products. The 
event was attended by around 90 
ECCT members, guests and senior 
officials from the TFDA. In his 
opening remarks, Dr Yeh said he 
aims to foster an open attitude 
towards industry and innovation, and 
engage in a more open dialogue with 
NGOs. Director Liu also described 
the TFDA’s mission, which is to 
assure the quality and safety of food 
and pharmaceutical products, and to 
facilitate cooperation with 
international counterparts.  

After the presentations , the floor was 
opened for Q&A, during which 
Director-General Yeh introduced 
several of his senior colleagues, who 
answered questions and exchanged 
views with ECCT members. 

Domestic News 
MOFA organizes youth 
camp on international 
affairs  
The ROC Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
(MOFA) held a summer camp from 13 
to 18 August for Taiwan youth, with 
the goal of improving their 
understanding of international affairs 
and the development of NGOs. 
Taipei's Ming Chuan University 
played host to the 35 participants, 
aged 18-35. During the opening 
ceremony Richard Shih, MOFA 
Secretary-General, said that he 
hopes that "the camp will help 

participants learn more about the role 
NGOs play in international affairs," as 
the participants may play a part in 
international affairs in the future.  

On the agenda were lectures and 
discussions on topics such as 
ensuring food safety, eradicating 
poverty, encouraging sustainable 
development and gender equality 
(which is also included in the United 
Nations Post-2015 Development 
Agenda). This is the second year the 
program has been held in an 
all-English environment.  

Cultural News 
French director attends 
Taiwan opening of ‘Lucy’ 
On 18 August, French director Luc 
Besson will attend the Taiwan 
premiere of his latest action thriller 
‘Lucy’, parts of which were shot in 
Taipei. Taipei Mayor Hau Lung-bin, 
and actors Hsing Feng, Ken Lin and 
Mason Lee, who play small roles in 
the film, are also expected to attend 
the premiere. The movie stars 
American actress Scarlett Johansson, 
who plays a drug mule with 
supernatural abilities. ‘Lucy’ is the 
first big Hollywood film to be shot in 
Taiwan since Ang Lee's 2012 
adventure drama ‘Life of Pi’. 


