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August 23, 2013

I. Latest Developments:

1. Animals infected: Since the first rabies-infected Formosan ferret-badgers (鼬獾) were confirmed on July 16, 2013, 429 carnivores had been examined as of August 22, 2013. No other animals have been found infected with rabies, except 97 Formosan ferret-badgers and one Asian house shrew.
2. Human rabies vaccine for animal bite and scratch cases: In the period between July 21 and August 22, 2013, rabies shots were applied for in 3,009 animal bite and scratch cases. A total of 2,109 people were approved for human rabies vaccine (狂犬病疫苗) and 29 people for human rabies immune globulin (HRIG免疫球蛋白).
3. Infected areas: Currently, confirmed cases of rabies-infected Formosan ferret-badgers have been confined mainly to mountainous areas in 44 townships across nine counties and cities: Nantou, Taitung, Yunlin, Chiayi, Hualien and Pingtung counties, and Taichung, Tainan and Kaohsiung cities.
4. The situation is under control:
(1) Taiwan had been listed as rabies-free by the World Organization for Animal Health (OIE) since 1961, along with nine other countries and areas. However, due to the reappearance of rabies cases on July 16, 2013, Taiwan is listed as rabies epidemic area.

(2) Infection has been confined to ferret-badgers, plus one Asian house shrew. There have been no cases of human infection, and no evidence of spread to other wild animals, dogs or cats.
(3) Infected areas are currently confined to the mountains, with no spread to densely populated metropolitan areas. 

II. Preventive measures taken by the ROC government

1. Human rabies vaccine preparedness and inoculations:
(1) As of August 22, there were 29,404 doses of human rabies vaccine in stock. The number of hospitals with human rabies vaccine reserves was added from 28 to 60. In general, the supply of human rabies vaccine is more than sufficient.

(2) The first group of people to be vaccinated were 300 frontline disease-prevention personnel. They received pre-exposure inoculations on August 3. A second high-risk group of approximately 2,000 people had completed pre-exposure inoculation by August 12. A third group of 1,300 frontline workers and 480 indigenous hunters is undergoing vaccination.

2. Provision of animal rabies vaccine: The number of animal rabies vaccine supply is expected to reach 2.28 million by the end of this September, which should be sufficient to inoculate 1.5 million dogs and cats nationwide.

3. Cross-agency Coordination of disease-prevention efforts: The Executive Yuan established the central command center on August 1, with Vice Premier Mao Chi-kuo as Commander General. The center convenes regular meetings to closely monitor the development of the rabies and strengthen cross-agency coordination of rabies-prevention efforts.

4. Public health education and disease prevention training: The Center for Disease Control under the Ministry of Health and Welfare and the Council of Agriculture’s Bureau of Animal and Plant Health Inspection and Quarantine have established a task force to disseminate rabies-related information and keep the public up-to-date on the latest preventive measures through multiple media channels. In addition, several education and training seminars have been held in relevant counties and cities nationwide to strengthen rabies-prevention capabilities among frontline personnel.

5. Consultation with US Center for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and international conference: Four US CDC experts visited Taiwan from August 10 to 23. They took part in discussions and field surveys with officials from relevant ROC agencies, and provided substantive suggestions for policy reference. In addition, the ROC government will hold an international conference on rabies prevention on August 30-31. The ROC and international experts are invited to exchange experiences on rabies prevention and discuss response strategies.

6. International communication and information collection: The ROC Ministry of Foreign Affairs has informed all foreign embassies and representative offices in Taiwan about the rabies situation and prevention of the disease. The ROC missions overseas will provide their host countries with up-to-date information on the situation as needed as well as they are assisting with the needs of rabies prevention in Taiwan, such as through vaccine procurement and the collection of rabies-prevention information from international sources.
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