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Travel to the EU from Taiwan

Visiting the EU

Europe is an easy region to visit, especially since the adoption of the Schengen visa
waiver in 2011 in favour of Taiwanese passport holders. Modern means of transportation
let you travel between diverse European destinations in the shortest time possible. This
allows you to visit different landscapes, experience different cultures and taste different
cuisines all in a short span of time.

To help you do that, the EU has established websites dedicated to giving advice on
travelling in its 28 member countries. Whether you are on holiday or on business, you
will find practical advice and helpful tips on a range of subjects, from what documents
you need, to getting healthcare and using your mobile phone, You may access the site
by clicking here.

If you would like to research a bit more what different destinations within Europe have
to offer, you may visit this site for more information.

Visas

Since 11 January 2011, Taiwanese passport holders no longer need a visa to travel to
the EU for short stays. However, member states national visas are still required if you
intend to stay or study for longer than 90 days, or to work for any period of time. For
more information on national visas, you should contact the member states offices in
Taiwan.

1. What does the visa waiver mean in practice?

For short term visits of up to 90 days within a period of 180 days, no visa is needed by
holders of Taiwanese passports. They can travel to the Schengen area or the four



Member States not yet fully applying the "Schengen acquis" (Romania, Bulgaria, Cyprus
and Croatia). For employment even if it is less than 90 days, for visits of more than 90
days such as for settlement, for family reunification or studies, Taiwanese passport
holders still require a national visa issued by the Member State concerned.

2. To which Member States can Taiwanese passport-holders travel visa-free?

No short stay visa is required for travel to all EU Member States and to the four
associated countries (lceland, Liechtenstein, Norway and Switzerland) which are part of
the Schengen area. This regime includes the UK and Ireland which have already waived
the short stay visa obligation in 2009.

3. Is there a difference between the Schengen-area and the other EU-member
states?

Yes. The countries of the Schengen-area apply common border control regulations.
There are no border controls when travelling between these countries. When travelling
to the other non- Schengen-member states, border controls are still in place.

4. Does the exemption apply to all types of passports?

The visa exemption applies to all ordinary Taiwanese passports which contain the
identity card number of the holder. The passport needs to have been issued within the
previous 10 years and needs to be valid at least 3 months after the intended date of
departure from the territory of Member States. For diplomatic and service/official
passports please confirm with Member States offices in Taiwan before your trip to the
Schengen area.

The exemption from the visa requirement does not apply to holders of passports issued
by Taiwan which do not include an identity card number.

5. Do | need a visa to visit any Member State of the Schengen area for
business, such as attending meetings, training course, or exhibition for short
stay of less than 90 days?

No

6. Do | need a visa to transit at airports in the Schengen Area?

No. The visa waiver for Taiwan passport holders also covers transits at airports (or
elsewhere) in the Schengen area. Transit without a visa is possible both through the
international transit areas of airports, but also when leaving those areas in case of
transits through several Member States.

7. Do | need a visa if | wish to study in Europe for less than 90 days?

No if you only plan to study for less than 90 days.
Yet, if you want to extend your stay, change your status or work in the Schengen area
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Statement on the access to the Schengen area for Taiwanese passport holders
Taipei, 30 July 2018

In light of recent developments, the representative offices of Schengen countries and of the European
Union office in Taipei would like to reiterate that Taiwanese passport holders can freely access the
Schengen area for short term visits of up to 90 days within a period of 180 days.

They can do so by using their Taiwanese ordinary passport, as long as the passport contains the identity
card number of the holder, has been issued within the past 10 years and is valid for at least 3 months
after the intended date of departure from the Schengen area — as has been the case since 2011.

No changes are foreseen to this policy.
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